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| The Director of Central Intelligence
BUBJEOTs Refusal hy Mmﬁwm Provide Mformation to Congries

1. Several of the many cases whire the President or heads of execubive
departments have refused to fernich information requésted by Congiess are
eumtiarined below.
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2y Tu 1E79 Goorge ¥. den

' {eg mardy, Consul Geveral of the WUnited States in
China, appeared before the Houge Oommittee on penditures in the State
Deparimenty wideh wee inwestlgating hie officisl conduct. & gubposng
duces teoun had been served upon hin to produce certain books and papers.
Heard velused and wus not beld to be in contempt for so deings Tho
- Bmirnan of the Commitiee sulwitied & report in which he stateds .

"ind whenever the President hae returned (s sowetimes he bsg)
thaty in his Judpmenty it wse not consistent with the public
interest Yo give the House such information, mo further procecdings
have ever beon teken to compel the production of such inforvation,

. Indeed, upon principle, it would seem that this mmet be go, The

- Bxecutive is as dudependent of either house of Congrens a5 eltheyr
bouse of Congress is Independent of hin, and they camnot call for
the yecords of his.sctlon or the action of his officers against
his conpont, any more than h¢ can vall for any of the journals and
ragords of the House or Senole.” = .

The report fndicated the perils incident to divalging Ystate soorets® to

& compitbee of the Houge and stated that the oxecutive must make the

decislen in each caped

. VSomebody must Judece upon thiw pointe It clearly cannot be

the House or its commitiee, borguse they cannet know the inmportance
of having the doings of the executive department hept secret. The
head of the executive deparitent, therefore » mat be the Judge in
such cage and decide i upon his own responsibility 4 the prople,
and to the House, wpon & case of lupenchzent Lroaght against hin
for go doing, i his acts are causuless, raliclous, willfully WOy
or to the detriment of the public Interests.®

# Bpte ¥o. 1, March 3, 1679, b5th Congy, 3rd Seas.:
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3 To J9KY tho chsbwman of the House Comulibes on New
requastad the Fedoral. Buresy of Investipation to fured
serracpondance an investlmtions made by the 3 ‘ :
Jackeon replied In s cpindon in wiich he stated ag Zollowes

V% 15 the position of tils Deparis .
‘the approval of and ab the divection of hat
Inweetigative reports are cordidentisl dooume by of the e
department of the Govermsent, to ald in the dut dndd wpon

Prewident by the Counstitation to Ttulie caxe thad the Jaws be felth-
fully exccuted,! and {hat congressionsl or public socess to them
would not be la the public intorest.? # ‘

Le Go Jomsery 20, I9L5, &% & heavlug of the Salect Gompdtiee %0 Investie
gate the Pederal Commnicstion Commlssion the Directer of the Fodersly :
Bureau of Investigation refused fo testify as to certain putters on wiieh

the Prosident had divected him to ressin silent, There 1o 5o record in the
hoaring reports of sny action teken by the Cumdtice to foree & TespinsEe.

by

5 Various ewscetive Depariment heuds vefused to provide inforsmtion
daglred Wy thile seme Commibiowy suong thes belng Bareld D. Swith, Dirscter
of the Duresu of the Pudgety Jemes L. Flyy Chalman of the Federal Copprmnte
catlone Compdeslon, Hobert Pe Snitersouy Acting Becretary of Vav, and Jares
Farrectaly iclbing Secreiary of e Navy. Seqretavy Patterson etated in his
»eply Yo the Coumaities ag follows: e

. “ihe Prepident directs that the comulbiue be infopsed that he,
the President, refuses to sllow the Gocwsents o be delivered ¢ the
Ysmitlee as contrery to the publle intercots. oy the sep TEABON,
Loaw wwlde to permll the witoessen fo appear,? ww

Be  In Dwoedber 1947 the Joint Comilttes on Redushion of Hom-oogentisl
Federal bxpeaditures sought roports of perevancl figuwres fron the Coutral
Intelligence Agenay. Full diselosure wae polibely velured bevavse of e
risk of publication and dissemination beyond the Corvuittes, & corpronise
war offectad wherely the Comlttee Chafyomn, Benstor MHavry ¥u By, wae
ghven access %o sexrtain Inforeatdon wiich the Comitime desived,

: Ts By letter of Jesmsxy 2k, 1952, Fresident Teumen directed the Tenvew
tary of Swte not bo fupaleh the Semate Internal Sesurity Subcamedittes with
the layally file of Jolim Carter Viapent and cortain other Mpors and reports
fgon the filer of e Htale Dopartment, ‘These had been re vosted by Sermbor
Befurran.  The President besed bic declelun on the pubiic interset, steting

# KO Opiniens Abtys. O6n. Pe kB April 30, 194l.
¢ Huarings, Select Comsittes to Tuvestignte the Federsl Commurications Come
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m m r&w&w of mmi&m hmw fiies to Gy iplonsl
was oited az contyary to tw Pregideat's directive of March 13,
this eubdoot; which Iw mm o ol pffdoars and employe

- weacutive Tnwneh of the Go '
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